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HARD HATS

There is no reason that a person should not 
wear a hard hat when required, and many 
reasons to wear one. 

Because hard hats are now manufactured 
in many different colors, sizes, of different 
weights, and with various linings they may 
be customized for comfort. A hard hat pro-
tects your most valuable asset – your brain. 

Hard hats can sometimes be used to easily 
identify a particular job function. Quality 
assurance, for example, may consistently 
wear orange or supervisors may wear white. 
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Hats may be accessorized with a sun vi-
sor, chin strap, liner, ear muffs, mirrors for 
increased rear field-of-view, a light mount, 
or even radios, walkie-talkies, or cameras. 

All jobs which have an existing hazard of 
falling objects, impact with other objects, 
debris, or exposure to electrical shock re-
quire that hard hats be worn. Nearly all of 
the jobs in the construction and manufac-
turing industries require hard hats. 

Injuries don’t only happen because tools 
or other materials are dropped. They can 
also occur as a result of someone carrying a 
2x4 board but not paying attention to the 
workers around him. Your hard hat will 
help protect you from his carelessness.
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As with any piece of equipment, keep your 
hard hat in good working order. Inspect it 
regularly for damage and replace it if nec-
essary. 

Be sure the suspension cushion fits well. 
Follow the manufacturer’s directions for 
cleaning and sanitizing the cushion. A 
hard hat’s original color should never be 
painted over. 

Hard hats come in four major classes. Class 
A hard hats protect against impact, pene-
tration, and low-voltage electrical conduc-
tion. Class B hard hats are the same except 
they protect against high-voltage electrical 
conduction. 

Class C, the most commonly issued hat, 
protects against impact and penetration 
only. Class D is designed for fire fighters. 

The accessories such as chin straps, liners, 
and ear muffs should be non-flammable if 
used in an area with a fire danger or source 
of ignition, and should be non-metallic or 
non-conductive if used around high volt-
age. 

Wearing a hard hat means that you val-
ue your brain, your head, and your safety. 
Keep a good head on your shoulders. Wear 
your hard hat.
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